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CIRCULAR ECONOMY DEVELOPMENT CENTER PARTNERS WITH GRAND JUNCTION
BUSINESS INCUBATOR CENTER
New office will connect Western Slope businesses with circular supply chain opportunities

(GRAND JUNCTION, CO) — Businesses, building owners, manufacturers, recyclers, and communities
that want to create products from recycled materials, find a re-use for by-products and production
waste, or provide raw materials to contribute to a more sustainable, circular economy now have a place
to go for help in western Colorado.

The Grand Junction-based Business Incubator Center (BIC) has partnered with Colorado’s Circular
Economy Development Center (CEDC) in a venture designed to promote the use of recycled materials
in manufacturing processes in Colorado.

The CEDC was established in 2022 through legislation. Its mission is to grow and create markets for
recycled commodities and facilitate necessary infrastructure, systems, logistics, and marketing to
create a sustainable circular economy in Colorado. In a circular economy, a product has multiple life
cycles via recycling or reuse and intentional use of by-product and production waste.

The Business Incubator Center has long served as the launch pad for scores of western Colorado
businesses. It stimulates local economies through the creation and retention of sustainable jobs, helps
entrepreneurs form capital, and aids businesses via various programs that spur growth and innovation.

“Our goal is to foster and maintain relationships with a variety of stakeholders to stay informed of local
and regional challenges and opportunities related to establishing circular economies. Circular
economy components such as recycling, transportation, manufacturing, and economic development
are informed by local and regional factors,” said CEDC Director Laurie Johnson. “Our partnership with
BIC is ideal for that since our respective missions are closely aligned.”

Dalida Sassoon Bollig, Chief Executive Officer for the Business Incubator Center, said: “Our
commitment to our communities in western Colorado aligns with the essence of a circular economy.
Through our strategic partnership with Circular Economy Development Center, we are dedicated to
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building robust pipelines across diverse sectors. Together, we aim to identify and manage challenges,
and help entrepreneurs and small businesses seize opportunities for sustainable growth.”

The Business Incubator currently supports several businesses in the Incubator Intensive Program that
are actively implementing circular economy practices including Surpstone, whose owner Jill Layton
uses recycled plastics to recreate custom garden stones, and Confluence Woodcraft, whose owner
Dave Grossman builds modern furniture and reuses wood by-products to create handmade zero-waste
furniture, charcuterie boards, coasters, and gifts.

About BIC:

For over 38 years, the Business Incubator Center (BIC) has been supporting the launch, growth,
stabilization, and long-term success of business enterprises in Mesa County and the surrounding region.
BIC aims to stimulate the local economy through creation and retention of the most sustainable jobs
possible, helping form capital and aiding business creation through initiatives & programs aimed to spur
growth and innovation. BIC offers entrepreneurial support through eight programs including the Small
Business Development Center, the Incubator Intensive Program, the Commercial Kitchen Program, Mesa
County Enterprise Zone, Mesa County Loan Fund, GJ MakerSpace, F-Works Coworking Space and
Strategic Training for Nonprofits. Visit https://GJIncubator.org to learn more.

About CEDC:

Created in 2022 through legislation, the CEDC is a program of the Colorado Department of Public Health
and Environment funded through the Front Range Waste Diversion Program and the Recycling Resources
Economic Opportunity Program. Its mission is to establish Colorado as a leader in sustainable economies.
To learn more about CEDC, visit https://coloradocedc.org.
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